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Organ donation
after cardiac arrest

Unresponsive patient
after ROSC

Suspected neurological cause —
of arrest?

TT™M
Signs of brain death?
Fixed dilated pupils
Diabetes insipidus

Cardiovascular changes
suggesting herniation

Unresponsive patient
after rewarming?

Exclude confounders,
particularly residual sedation

All brainstem reflexes absent?
Pupillary, corneal, oculocephalic, cough

m Severe cerebral

oedema and
brainstem
herniation?

Brain CT

See Neuroprognostication of
the comatose adult patient after
resuscitation from cardiac arrest

A Follow
algorithm World Brain

Death Project
recommendations

. . . for brain death
Withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment determination*

(WLST) at any time

Brain death
confirmed

Evaluate for organ donation According to UK
legislation

*Includes a 24-hour observation period after rewarming to 36°C before clinical testing for brain death/death by neurological criteria,
World Brain Death Project, Greer DM et al. JAMA 2020; 324: 1078-1097. Adapted from Sandroni C, D’Arrigo S, Callaway CW, Cariou A,
Dragancea |, Taccone FS, Antonelli M. The rate of brain death and organ donation in patients resuscitated from cardiac arrest:

a systematic review and meta-analysis. Intensive Care Med 2016; 2: 1661-1671.




